
	
		

	

	 	

 
 

PHA GUIDELINE III.B.2	
Implement a program/policy that identifies students who may be 
food insecure and provides options on campus. 

	
 

SUCCESSFUL CAMPUS PARTNERS 
	

ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY ON CAMPUS 

CENTRAL NEW MEXICO COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
CNMCC leveraged their Mobile Food Pantry as a way to address the food 
insecurity on campus. Originally started by the Phi Theta Kappa Chapter at 
the College, the Mobile Food Pantry was adopted by the Military Veterans 
Charter Club (MVC) when they realized how significant the need was. The 
Student Activities Office oversees the pantry activities, but financial support 
comes from MVC. Students are referred to the program by staff advisors. 
The Pantry provides not only food, but also information for available 
resources relating to health care, mental health, and housing.  

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY	
The student-led Campus Kitchen’s chapter at Georgia Tech works to reduce food waste and address 
food insecurity for students. Campus Kitchen gleans unused food from the campus dining halls and 
donates 25% of its recovered foods to Klemis Kitchen, a 24/7 dining service for students who are food 
insecure. Klemis Kitchen utilizes student organizations and service hour requirements to get students 
involved in the Kitchen. The Office of the Dean of Students is responsible for approving students to 
receive Kitchen benefits, as well as providing other resources for these students. In its first year, 
Campus Kitchen and Georgia Tech Dining Services worked together to provide over 2,238 meals.	

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Over the last few years, the University of New Hampshire’s community reported an 
increase in the number of students utilizing their services. A survey conducted in 2015 
found 25% of students to be food insecure with an additional 10% at risk for food 
insecurity. To address food insecurity, UNH formed a campus task force of students, 
faculty, administrators, and the director of the local food pantry. The task force initiated 
student-only hours at the pantry and encouraged dining services to donate surplus 
foods. The task force also launched UNH Swipe-It-Forward, a program where campus 
	

members can donate meals (“swipes”) from their meal plans to a virtual food bank. Food insecure 
students are referred to the program by health services, the counseling center, academic advisors, or 
self-reported. The meal benefits are uploaded to student ID cards so students can “swipe” into the 
dining hall just like every other student. To initiate the program, the Dean of Students Office and UNH 
Dining each donated 500 meals. The task force also worked with the UNH Foundation set up a 
mechanism for faculty, staff and community members to donate to the program. Since the launch of 
Swipe It Forward in December 2016, the swipe bank has given out 140 free meals to four students and 
currently has 925 meals in the fund. The program has raised over $4000 for meals. 
 
	



	

		

		

	

TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED 
• Identify key stakeholders that have a vested interest in the target population and engage 

them in the design and implementation process.  
• Assess the needs of the target population to identify program focus areas - do you want to 

target overall food insecurity, fruit and vegetable access, etc.? 
• Get to know the existing resources such as local food banks and model programs 

	

KEY POINTS TO CONSIDER  
• Students have different lifestyles, and some of the students with the most need may 

have families and/or enrolled be part-time. Will the program incorporate family food 
access? 

• What times is the target population available to access the program? 
• How can the program be advertised so that it reaches the target population, but does 

not make them feel embarrassed to seek out the program? 
 

TRACKING PROGRESS 
• Collect demographic data in a way that is quick and efficient and then use the data collected 

to improve the program and better impact the target population  
• Monitor requests for aid, and conduct extensive outreach to faculty and advisors so that 

hunger and food security questions become integrated into the advising process 
 

TIPS FROM SUCCESSFUL PARTNERS 
• Campus-based research is extremely helpful in rallying support and commitment to 

addressing food security issues. UNH presented their food security data to the Provost 
and Deans of Colleges to gain widespread support on it’s campus. 

• Don’t be afraid to create partnerships internally and externally to support the program.  
• Have students swipe their Student ID card to gain access to the program. This allows 

demographic data to be collected easily and efficiently.  
• Create a generic email address to eliminate any intimidation students may feel when 

reaching out for assistance. UNH uses SwipeIt.Forward@unh.edu and Georgia Tech 
uses this “Request Access” platform.  
 
 
“Framing food insecurity as an under-appreciated challenge that is being recognized by 

campus nationwide has helped all to realize that this is not unique to UNH, but is 
pervasive and persistent and demands a systematic strategy to address in a thoughtful, 

comprehensive manner.” – UNH Student 


